
THE GATHERING DARKNESS (Tenebrae) 

1. Shadow of Betrayal: Luke 22.1-6 
Now the Festival of Unleavened Bread, called the Passover, was approaching, 
and the chief priests and the teachers of the law were looking for some way to 
get rid of Jesus, for they were afraid of the people. Then Satan entered Judas, 
called Iscariot, one of the Twelve. And Judas went to the chief priests and the 
officers of the temple guard and discussed with them how he might betray Jesus. 
They were delighted and agreed to give him money. He consented, and watched 
for an opportunity to hand Jesus over to them when no crowd was present. 
 

2. Shadow of Prediction: John 13.36-38 
Simon Peter asked him, “Lord, where are you going?” 
Jesus replied, “Where I am going, you cannot follow now, but you will follow 
later.” 
Peter asked, “Lord, why can’t I follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.” 
Then Jesus answered, “Will you really lay down your life for me? Very truly I tell 
you, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times! 
 

3. Shadow of Fulfilment: Luke 22.35-38 
Then Jesus asked them, “When I sent you without purse, bag or sandals, did you 
lack anything?” 
“Nothing,” they answered. 
He said to them, “But now if you have a purse, take it, and also a bag; and if you 
don’t have a sword, sell your cloak and buy one. It is written: ‘And he was 
numbered with the transgressors’; and I tell you that this must be fulfilled in me. 
Yes, what is written about me is reaching its fulfillment.” 
 

4. Shadow of Agony of Spirit: Luke 22.39-46 
Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples followed him. 
On reaching the place, he said to them, “Pray that you will not fall into 
temptation.” He withdrew about a stone’s throw beyond them, knelt down and 
prayed, “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but 
yours be done.” An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. 

 



And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of 
blood falling to the ground. 
 

5. Shadow of Arrest: Mark 14.42-49 
Just as he was speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, appeared. With him was a 
crowd armed with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests, the teachers of 
the law, and the elders. 
Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: “The one I kiss is the man; 
arrest him and lead him away under guard.” Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, 
“Rabbi!” and kissed him. The men seized Jesus and arrested him. 
“Am I leading a rebellion,” said Jesus, “that you have come out with swords and 
clubs to capture me? Every day I was with you, teaching in the temple courts, 
and you did not arrest me. But the Scriptures must be fulfilled.” 
 

6. Shadow of Desertion: Mark 14.50-52  
Then everyone deserted him and fled. 
A young man, wearing nothing but a linen garment, was following Jesus. When 
they seized him, he fled naked, leaving his garment behind. 
 

7. Shadow of Denial: Mark 14.66-72 
While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the high 
priest came by. When she saw Peter warming himself, she looked closely at him. 
“You also were with that Nazarene, Jesus,” she said. 
But he denied it. “I don’t know or understand what you’re talking about,” he 
said, and went out into the entryway. 
When the servant girl saw him there, she said again to those standing around, 
“This fellow is one of them.” Again he denied it. 
After a little while, those standing near said to Peter, “Surely you are one of 
them, for you are a Galilean.” 
He began to call down curses, and he swore to them, “I don’t know this man 
you’re talking about.” 
Immediately the rooster crowed the second time. Then Peter remembered the 
word Jesus had spoken to him: “Before the rooster crows twice you will disown 
me three times.” And he broke down and wept. 

 



8. Shadow of Accusation: Mark 14.53,55-64 
They took Jesus to the high priest, and all the chief priests, the elders and the 
teachers of the law came together. The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin 
were looking for evidence against Jesus so that they could put him to death, but 
they did not find any. Many testified falsely against him, but their statements did 
not agree. 
Then some stood up and gave this false testimony against him: “We heard him 
say, ‘I will destroy this temple made with human hands and in three days will 
build another, not made with hands.’” Yet even then their testimony did not 
agree. 
Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, “Are you not going 
to answer? What is this testimony that these men are bringing against you?”  
But Jesus remained silent and gave no answer. 
Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed 
One?” 
“I am,” said Jesus. “And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of 
the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 
The high priest tore his clothes. “Why do we need any more witnesses?” he 
asked. “You have heard the blasphemy. What do you think?” 
They all condemned him as worthy of death. 
 

9. Shadow of Injustice: Luke 23.1-5 
Then the whole assembly rose and led him off to Pilate. And they began to 
accuse him, saying, “We have found this man subverting our nation. He opposes 
payment of taxes to Caesar and claims to be Messiah, a king.” 
So Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the king of the Jews?” 
“You have said so,” Jesus replied. 
Then Pilate announced to the chief priests and the crowd, “I find no basis for a 
charge against this man.” 
But they insisted, “He stirs up the people all over Judea by his teaching. He 
started in Galilee and has come all the way here.” 
 
 
 

 



10. Shadow of Ridicule:  Luke 23.8-11 
When Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, because for a long time he had 
been wanting to see him. From what he had heard about him, he hoped to see 
him perform a sign of some sort. He plied him with many questions, but Jesus 
gave him no answer. The chief priests and the teachers of the law were standing 
there, vehemently accusing him. Then Herod and his soldiers ridiculed and 
mocked him. Dressing him in an elegant robe, they sent him back to Pilate. 
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11. Shadow of Humiliation: Mark 15.16-19 
The soldiers led Jesus away into the palace (that is, the Praetorium) and called 
together the whole company of soldiers. They put a purple robe on him, then 
twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on him. And they began to call out 
to him, “Hail, king of the Jews!” Again and again they struck him on the head 
with a staff and spit on him. Falling on their knees, they paid homage to him. 
 

 
12. Shadow of Crucifixion: John 19.4-6b, 14-16a 

Once more Pilate came out and said to the Jews gathered there, “Look, I am 
bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no basis for a charge against 
him.” When Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe, 
Pilate said to them, “Here is the man!” 
As soon as the chief priests and their officials saw him, they shouted, “Crucify! 
Crucify!” 
It was the day of Preparation of the Passover; it was about noon. 
“Here is your king,” Pilate said to the Jews. 
But they shouted, “Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!” 
“Shall I crucify your king?” Pilate asked. 
“We have no king but Caesar,” the chief priests answered. 
Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified. 
  
We pause in the darkness for silent prayer. When the central candle is 
relit we depart in silence. 

 


