
 

25 June 2020 

A Message from Duncan 
The Lockdown eases for many of us but we are far from over this global 
crisis. We are not out of the woods yet and some countries are suffering 
immensely at this time, something I can easily forget in my prayers. In 
particular, let’s be praying for our brothers and sisters in some countries who 
are overlooked and unsupported because they are Christian.  And as we 
think of praying for others, it has been interesting to hear from ‘experts’ that 
one key way to strengthen our mental well being during this time of anxiety is 
to think about others more, and serve those around us.  It is the kind of 
comment that reminds me that the way of Christ is the path of true, healthy 
humanity. It might seem counter-intuitive, particularly in a profoundly 
individualistic culture, to ‘look not to our own interests, but to the interests of 
others’ (Philippians 2.4, NRSV) but it is how we were designed to be.  In 
following the way of Jesus we actually find that he did come to give us 
fullness of life.  Let’s be praying that others will find this path of life and the 
Saviour we adore. And as we pray, perhaps God will use us each in small 
ways, in being part of the answer to our prayers. 
With love 
Duncan 

 

THIS SUNDAY: 
Do join us for our Morning Service this Sunday at 10.30am. How to access 
our service can be found at the end of newswire. 
Coffee and service zoom link [Service and coffee Zoom link] 
 

TELEPHONE ACCESS: After issues last week I can confirm that we are 
continuing with the telephone service where services can be accessed all 
week. I should have it back up running today. The telephone number is 
01865 965018. There are no additional charges for those who phone in.  

 
PRAYER MEETING: Thank you for those of you who joined us for prayer last 
night. It is a less smooth but notably more direct spiritual engagement with 
one another as we meet on zoom. Those who joined by phone had some 
issues but were still able to join in. This coming Wednesday we will be being 
more reflective and liturgical - an opportunity to speak truth out loud together, 
over our neighbourhoods, our communities and our church. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85899144920?pwd=RWg2OUdsenFjWEE4Q1pCdFd
Yc3J0dz09 
Meeting ID: 858 9914 4920 Password: 535210 
One tap mobile 01314601196,,85899144920#,,,,0#,,535210#  
Telephone: 0131 460 1196 / 0203 051 2874 / 0203 481 5237 / 0 203 481 5240  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86995294407?pwd=OWxralYvNEI2RjhTVGkwZFZRalJLUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85899144920?pwd=RWg2OUdsenFjWEE4Q1pCdFdYc3J0dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85899144920?pwd=RWg2OUdsenFjWEE4Q1pCdFdYc3J0dz09


OPENING THE CHURCHES FOR PRIVATE PRAYER 
St Leonard’s, Eynsham  St Leonard’s Church will be open for individuals’ 
private prayer for two days per week - Sundays and Wednesdays from 9am - 
6pm commencing on 28th June.  
St Peter’s, Cassington  St Peter’s Church, Cassington will be open for 
individuals’ private prayer initially on Sundays only from 9am to 8pm, 
commencing 28th June.   
We hope to extend these hours if lockdown measures ease.  There are clear 
instructions regarding the use of the churches including permitted areas, and 
hand sanitizer will be provided for everyone using the church.  
 

CRISIS COUNSELLING SUPPORT  The Association of Christian 
Counsellors (ACC) is providing a new service in response to the distress and 
suffering of many people as a result of the pandemic.  ACC’s COVID-19 
Crisis Counselling Support Service is for anyone in the UK, whatever their 
faith, who has been bereaved during the time of the epidemic and anyone 
working within an NHS setting in a frontline role.  The service offers anyone 
who is eligible up to ten sessions of counselling on a no-fee basis from a 
professionally trained counsellor. 
 
LAND DEVELOPMENT UPDATE 
Just before lockdown St Leonards invited a number of architects’ firms to 
tender for the contract to design our new church centre. The arrival of 
lockdown inevitably introduced a delay in the expected timetable.  
The good news is that we are looking forward to receiving a number of 
tenders on July 17. These will be reviewed by the Land Development Team  
who will pass them to the PCC with their comments. The PCC will then 
appoint an architect to design draft plans, based on the extensive preparatory 
work undertaken by the land team. 
During the design process different ministries will be approached to 
summarise their present requirements as well as those of their future dreams. 
It is worth everyone noting that all the advice we have received from 
historical, planning and diocesan authorities have recommended we evaluate 
the use of space in the whole of the church site, not just the space a potential 
new build could provide. 
When the draft plans are ready the PCC will then consult the congregation. 
This is so that everyone can contribute ideas to making the important 
decision in bringing to reality the vision and dream many have had for over 
thirty years of enabling the growth of St Leonards' mission and ministry with 
an up to date purpose built centre. Its purpose is to support and enhance our 
life as a church community and strengthen our mission to our community. 
The land team particularly asks for prayer over the next few weeks, that the 
Lord who provided the surprising opportunity to buy the land and the 
resources to purchase it will continue to oversee and guide this project to a 
fruitful conclusion.  

https://anglican.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=14501d5eebc3e98fa3015a290&id=499b483978&e=3810fba09d
https://anglican.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=14501d5eebc3e98fa3015a290&id=499b483978&e=3810fba09d
https://anglican.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=14501d5eebc3e98fa3015a290&id=499b483978&e=3810fba09d


 
UPDATE FROM ST LEONARD’S MISSION PARTNERS 
Please continue to remember Marcelo & Silvana Vargas and Adventure Plus 
in your prayers at this challenging time.  
Marcelo & Silvana Vargas: 
● Bolivia is on a strict, police-enforced lockdown, but after a lengthy period 

this is becoming increasingly unsustainable for the population.  Please 
pray for those most vulnerable and for wisdom and commitment by 
authorities. Please pray for God's mercy. 

● The Training Centre (CCM) has suspended all programmed activities, 
including work on a new e-learning platform - everything will be on stand-
by for many months now. Meanwhile, we have been busy transforming 
and adapting audios from old courses into “new” courses to be available 
online. More than a hundred students finished the first free short course. 
Give thanks to God with us! Please pray for the continuity of this 
project. Pray that the Lord can do what we cannot, while we seek 
creative and strategic ways to do the courses. 

● Please intercede for the brothers and sisters at Antioch Christian 
Church, for perseverance in the Lord and for provision for their needs. 
You can view their Sunday services at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKjX9KJ1flEVnGbSI6lEHMQ/ 

Adventure Plus: 
 Please pray for: 
● The team: for assurance, guidance and wisdom in these uncertain times, 

and comfort for those who grieve for loved ones lost to Covid-19.  Nearly 
all the staff are on furlough, which brings many challenges for everyone, 
but give thanks for the work that is continuing. 

● Children and young people A+ cannot reach at the moment in need of 
God’s love, warm encouragement and the beauty of ‘the outdoors’ - God’s 
wonderful Creation. 

● Fundraising and finances: A+ has submitted a number of bids and is 
currently researching and working on other applications for funding.  Pray 
that we would hear soon with the results of the bids - and that lots would 
be positive!  Praise God for a generous response to our COVID-19 appeal 
and for the various government schemes that have sustained A+ at this 
time. 

Find out more about A+ at https://www.adventureplus.org.uk/ or on A+ 
social media channels.  The next Adventure Plus prayer meeting takes 
place via Google Meet **TODAY** (Thursday 25th June) at 7.30pm: you 
can join via the following link: meet.google.com/eit-pxxf-rzp 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES INFO 
Join us for worship at 10.30am on Sunday. Liturgy and hymns/songs for the 
service can be found by clicking the button. 
www.stleonardseynsham.org.uk  www.stpeterschurchcassington.org 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKjX9KJ1flEVnGbSI6lEHMQ/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKjX9KJ1flEVnGbSI6lEHMQ/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKjX9KJ1flEVnGbSI6lEHMQ/
https://www.adventureplus.org.uk/
https://www.adventureplus.org.uk/
https://adventureplus.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ffb349d0a73a9a18b9ceb3f1e&id=0e0f407ea5&e=112b566781
https://adventureplus.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ffb349d0a73a9a18b9ceb3f1e&id=0e0f407ea5&e=112b566781
http://www.stleonardseynsham.org.uk/
http://www.stpeterschurchcassington.org/


with prayer activity for the week, 'little fishes children's church' video and 
'Talking Points' also available. (see under families and youth) 
If you don't have the internet you can phone in to hear the service which will 
be playing on a zoom call at 10.30am. Dial one of the numbers below, type in 
the meeting ID when requested, skip the next request (just type#) and finally 
type the password. 
0131 460 1196 
0203 051 2874  
0203 481 5237  
0203 481 5240 
Meeting ID: 869 9529 4407  Password: 797101 
This will feel like quite an involved process for some so for a step by step 
guide to phoning in to the service see here 

 

After the service there is the opportunity to join the service zoom call for 
coffee - which can be the best quality coffee your kitchen offers! 
Service and coffee Zoom Meeting (use the same password if requested) 
Some home groups do this regularly so do please continue to meet up with 
your group if that is already happening. Also, feel free to flit in and out of bot 

https://mcusercontent.com/b5c415c404099cdf05a6ae9af/files/62e607e0-b9e9-4ea7-9c21-608b3be3120d/Benefice_200628_10.30am.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86995294407?pwd=OWxralYvNEI2RjhTVGkwZFZRalJLUT09

